B G

G e Y sk e 3
19 W e
3 s 17 Rin ety i
5 -~ ,s..;;&.t,w'n,-- . e

“y e it

Who's Killing Hempstead Harbor?

By Han‘lgy Pearson

Newstay Eovicsnment Wrlter

This is a detective story. The purpose of
the investigation is to find out who is
killing Hempstead Harbor.

That it is being killed ought to be self-evident. Rats infest
its shoreline. Garbage floats, unchallénged, in its waters, Dead
fish turn up on its beaches weekly in summer. Children swim
in waters contaminated by industrial wastes and partially treat-
ed sewage. And, unless there is a stiff wind, the air is obscured
with a palish-blue smog. The head of Adelphi University’s ma-
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age plant al Roslyn,

contamination al the routh end of the harbor.

slack. contaminates the waler

due walers from a reltling pond,

the groundwaler and inta the harbor,

rine sciences institite, A. Harry Brenowilz, ook his
lirst close look at the harhor in August and was
sppalled: “You don’l have (o e a scientific experd
mivl run water quality lesls lo know thal Hemp-
stead Harbor is dying. It is a scandal and a dis-

Hempslead Tlarbor alse is, in microcosm, an
ecorysiem which rerembles the ecolopy of all Long
Island. Virtually every kind of pollution lhat trou-
bles Long Island now can be found on or in Hemp-

There i thermal pollation from the Long 1sland
Lighting Co.’s red-brick power plant at Glenwood
Landing—A4he discharge of thourands of gallons per
minute of hot water into the harbor, a discharge that
aggravales algae blooms in summer and reduces the
tissolved oxygen neceseary for planl and animal
lile 1o survive in the waler. The plant’s siacks
discharge sulfur diaxide and nitrogen oxides inlo

The scwage treatment planl st Glen Cove op-
erales bevond ils capacily. 1t is clogged with foxic
industrinl wasles which interfere with the plant’s
operation, further reducing ils capncily to clean up
the human warles that pass through il. The rewer-
though smaller and less
plagued by industrinl wasles, is the prime mource of

VIERE are wo lroublesome incineralora
on the harhor. The Town of North Hemp-
rlead's incineralor al Roslyn contaminales
the air with smelly emissions from it
vith leach-
atr (highly poisonous acids from garkiffe) from its
huge landlill operalion and partially treated resi-

The Glen Cove incinerator, buill in 1932 and
obxalete even by 1950 standarde, has not onc jotn
of air-pollution control equipmenl. Fly ash from
the planis seltles over Glen Cove and Sea Clifl.
Lenachate Irom the town’s landlill operation. across
the streel from the incinerator, finds ils way into

On Lhe wesl side of Hempstead Harbor, there ia
8 1,040-acre hole, larger than Central Tatk. left in
the earth by sand and gravel operalors—principally

dawn, the Ratman of Hempstead Harbor clambers
down the cliffs near Tilley's Beach at Sea Chff to
check hix traps, .

Ratman has auburn hair and a spontancous, near-
Iy mischicrous smile. Several years ago, before he
irenl off to college, he brgan trapping the rats “just
for fun." (No, he has not seen "Willard." 1 He also
toved with higher economics: “1 wan thinking of
skinning them and making watchbands out of them,
but then I was afraid nobody would buy the bands
when they found out what they were made of.

“Tuwo traps,” he says, “that's all | need, 1 picked
them up at a garage sale. I uae bacon, because the
smell gaes everywhere and that brings them in. 1
chain the traps to a tree 20 they can'l drag it auy.

"The alder rats are wise to it, a0 all 1 cateh are
the young onca. The traps calch them by the neck
and sirangle them, That way il's instont.”

Ratman estimates he could bag as irast 50 rats
a dey with his twa traps, but allows that he wosn't
tame o7l of rat freak, 8o he didn't push it. “But,”
ke savs, “if I had about 10 traps and planied them
all round the harbor, I could get vou 1,000, il you
wanted them,” Not, he savs, thal such a campaign
would make a dent in the rat population.

- - -

Not all the clues available 1o the amaleur de-
leclive nre ohvious,

"The bay mav lonk greal,” particularly after a
florm or heavy rain, ravs M. Grant Gross of the
Marine Sciences Nerearch Cenler al the State Uni-
versily st Siony Brook, “and that oflen deceives
people into thinking Hempsiead Harbor is in bei-
ter shape than il is."”

Gross and his men aampled the bottom sediment
at the norihern end of -the harbor. (In the more pol-
luted aection beyond Bar Beach, which juls nearly
acrors the harbor opposite Glenwood Landing, the
channel war 100 shallow to accommodate the leam's
research vessel.) “In a healthy harbor, with a good
clean rand botlom,” he said, “a one per cent con-
cenitralion of organic matter would be considered

Newiday Map by Muilia Disnitis

Glen Cove

high. In Hempsiend, we found a much higher level
ol organic maller than we expecled, 10 per eent.
That's close 1o the top range of baltom orgnnic mat-
ler we hnve experienced." New York Harbor, the
worsl in the nalion, has a conceniration running
from 15 to 20 per cent, Gross RNYE,

What does thia mean? Simply, Gross explains,
thal there has been over the years a heavy concen-
tration of scwage and nuirienls conlaminaling the
botiom of Hempriead Harbor,

Jusi this week, Gross announced that the nitrale
levels were a0 high in three North Shore harbors—
including Hempslend—thal he would advise Glen
Cove, which is thinking of expanding its newage
plant, to proceed rlowly. Reason? Technological ad-
vances may provide a way lo remove nilrales soon.
Otherwise? Increased nitrates from pewnge plant
wasles may hasten the death of Hempstead Harbor,
Why? Nilrales are (o marine waters what phos-
phates are to freshwalern—they can bpost the
productivily ol the walers 1o the poinl of sell-
sirangulation,

Suill, it i difficult to pinpoint with any exacinesa
the condition of Hempslead Harbor. The evidence
is ncattered, rather like picces of a disassembled
moRaic,

N PART, this is becaure there har been no
ryslematic acienlific studv ol Hempaiead
Hnrbor, Iuring the past srummer, the activity
along its ghorelines incrensed as teams from
Stony Brook Universily, Grumman Ecosya-

{ems, the counly health department, the Siate De-
partment of Environmental Conservalion, Adelphi
University and C. W, Post College studied dillerent
aspecle of the harbor—ench, vou might any, ex-
amining the elephant from his own perspeciive,
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Gross: “The truth is thal we don't know very

much about Hempstead Harbor.”

- L] L

That “we” includes the waler-pollution control
division of the county henlth department, whoee
basic alandard of mearurement is the number of
coliform in a given rample of water. (Coliform are
harmless microorganisms which grow in the intes.
lines and rerve ar 8 crude, very crude barometer of
the amount of sewage in the wnter.) Thal “we” jn.
chides the state, which ramples moxtly for peslicide
and sewage comlamination of shellfish. t Hempstead
Harbor shelllish harvesting has been illegal since
1941 becaure of rewage contamination.) That “we"
includes the [ederal Environmental Prolection
Agency, which has rampled the harbor (for water
quality) only once.

No one teslr for the presence of harmful bacteria
and viruses, No one lests the harbos for toxic-metal
concentratlions. No one has tesied the harbor's
marine life 1o find out il ils waler supports the

Colonial Sand & Stome Co. and William J. Me-

Cormack Sand—who town afficials aav have oper- Fowers eet ;i‘lmnily of sea life thal a healthy body of waler
aled for yenrs without regard for the lown's sandpil Chameeo \.(’Jf P :’bh ; boih 7 thi it i
ordinances. The aill from the vast operalions has, ¥ er’ bor one thing, people who come in

conlacl with fecal wasles run the risk of conlracling
the following gallery of horrors: tvphoid, polio,
aspetic meningitis, dinrrhea, hepalitis, ringworm,
hookworm, lapewnens, Impeligo, n revere skin in-
fection, orcasionally occurs among those who swim
in the harbor daily.

=

N
by scientilic estimales. lilled up neardy half of the Cco

" harbor since 1000, making il far shallower. (Officials
of Colonial have not responded ta requesls for inler-
views; McC'ormack Sand has gone out of business.)

There are repealed oil spills in the harbor—at
the LILCO plant, at virtunlly all of the five oil
storage depols and at Coloninl,

Along Glen Cove Creek, in the northeaslern
corner of the harbor, at lenst lwo, perhaps more,
industries discharge highly loxic wastes into Lhe
harbor—directly and without treatment.

Each lime il rains, runoll walers from the streels
plunge down the steep, green hills surrounding
Hempslead Harbor, discharging asbeslos, oil, ex-
cremenl, chemicals and pesticides through the 104
slorm-drain pipes along the 14-mile shoreline.

And there is pollution (enpine oil and loilel
wasles) from the four marinas and countless plea-
sure boats that sail and molor incessantly over the
harhor in summer.

The contrasls—hathing breaches wilhin sight of

sewage treniment ovllalls—are somelimes dramalic,
* L] -
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Sewer Plant
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Brenowite: “Only a fool would swim in Hemp-

stead Harbor.”
L] L] L

The eighl besches around Hempstead Harbor fall
under the jurisdiciion of the health department wa-
ler-pollution control division, which relies on counl-
ing the number of human coliform it finds in a
given sample of waler as a safely standard. The
analysis of the ramples takes from two to five davs
to complele—which is much too long if a waler crisis
were to develop. Many scientisls agree that the
mnalyses aren’L lerribly reliable since the actual
number of coliform are nol determinesd, bul rather
8 mest probable number, which can range from 10
limes more lo 10 times less than whal's aclunily
there. On top of this, the county averages the re-
sultz of nine diflerent ramples laken over several
weeks,

During a rainstorm, Lhe pollution count jn Hemp-
tlead Harbor (coliform and olherwise) increases
five times, principally as the resull of slorm-drain

I-—- Roslyn Sewer

Roslyn Piant
Yy

Rais are nocturnal crealures, which probably ac-
counis for the [act that the 1,000,000 or so people
who suim in the harbor cach summer seldom see
them.

And eo it is thal summer mornings just before
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A csorted flotsam decorates the
harbor hehiod Clen Cove Marina,

runefl. The colilorm coun! on Hat particular day
may well excred the county atandards. Bul once
that count is averaged in with tests from eighi oiher
days, the final averages will pot exceed the set limil.

Something of a double slandard s involved here,
The beaches are conzidered sale for swimming, But
the shellfish in the harbor are not safe 1o enl, Swim-
ming is considered safe in water. with more than 10
tunes the coliform of walers where shellfish har-
vesiting is illegal,

The man who samples these shellfich for coliform
and for pesticide conlaminalion is John Wood-

worbh, an enlorcement officer for the Stale Dq-mr{/'t

ment of Environmental Conservation, “Sure,” Ke
8avs, in his good-natured wag, “people still go r’(dfn
there and lake shellfish evern though it's againgl the
law.” And paliently Woodworth, almost ke a
teacher, goes on to say, “And they eal these ‘sahell-
fish, even though they are running the risk ol get-
ting infeclious hepalibis. T calch these people w)

Machs ar the Ldwns plant ponr
smeeloe inta Glen Cove air.

(-ﬂr[mpr}!fﬂrrﬁﬁ'i-‘imrhqﬁfg-__o] Glen Cove Creek,

- ...
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/"J/For the Record —
Hempstaad harbor holds 24.55 billion
gallons of water at high 1ide. When
the waters go oul, the volume of the
harbor drops 1o 16.7 billian galloni—
a lairly sizable diffarent{al, The har-
bor's maximum depth is 35 fest; the
average, 19 foot. Its shareline iz |4
miles long, .
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Hot warer prires ar LILCO s Clencaod
Landing plant causes thermal polltion,

I can. but ene man can'l be evervwhere al onee ™

Maxbe not. But Woodworth has, however, be.
come the bane of Colonial, LILC'O and several ofh-
er companies.

He lives in Sea CHfl, has a boat and frequently
fishes in the harbor On such oulings, he carries
along a citation notebook and a collection of jars
to make water samples. It often proves hand,-.

For example: On June 18, he wae fishing mwear
the LILCO plant a1 Glenwood Landing 1a popular
spel among fishenmen since the fish are altracied
by the heated-water discharges), “I noliced oil in
the waler,” he said, “and ] knew, from paxi ex-
perience, ii I didn't have a sample, thev would, deny
it and T wouldn’t be able prove anvthing

LILCO. as it turned out, had nol reported the
#pill 1o the Coast Guard. as required by law. ("]}
was only a gallon," a company oflicin) said + Apdd
when Woodworth wenl to wrile oul s tickel, he
found the company using dispersants 1o clean up

" the mpill, which is also agninst the law. Dispersants

break up the oil, making the dropleis finer and
therelore more toxic since the finer droplets are mare
readily absorbed by marine organisms. He turned
over his proofl lo the Coast Gunrd, which has nol
yel proseculed the case, (“That happens all the
time,” Woodworth savs wrthappily )

The firms that Woodworth finds polluling never
escape a lecture, however, “1 try to tedl these guya,

—Continued on Following Page
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what they have to do lo prolect the environmenl.
The companies certainly don't tell them, and the
men don’'l always know whal is right and what is
wrong.”

Earlier in June, for Instance, when we were out
looking for industrial discharge piper in the harbor,
Woadworih's boal cul across an oil spill just off
Colonial Sand & Slone's dock. He traced the epill
lo the dock—to an overhealed barrel of 0il on the

, dock which had expanded and was drip, drip, drip-

i* ping inlo the waler. He also found cans of dispers-

anls there, He mpent 30 minutes palienlly explain-
ing to the foreman he encountered just what the
rerulls of the oil spill could mean and what would
happen il they used dispetrants. Ar he pulled his
bool awny from the shore and dug hir paddiecs
into the rand, a huge blosrom of oil from the bol-
“tom rose upz “You ree,” he enid, “there's po much
‘@il been spilled here that all vou have o do in
‘scvape the sand and create vour own oil slick.”

Later, Woodworth said, “The trouble 6 Rome-
bodv's alwnyt polluting the harbor in some way,
Yan'd have to be oul here 24 hours a day and then
‘you wouldn't ealch them all, and sometimes yon
wouldn't be able to do anything aboul it il vou did.
The laws on pollution aren't always thal clear.”

The industrial ‘wasle discharges around Hemp-
#tead Harbor come from Powers Chemco and Wah-
Chang/Teledyne in Glen Cove; the Harbor View
Inn, LILCO and Harbor Fuel in Glenwood Land-
ing. Texaco's oil etorage depol and the Town of
North Hempsiead incinerator at Roslyn, and Co-
lonial Sand & Slone in Port Washinglon, (There
were established in waler qualily tests showing the
presence of pallutanis or conlaminants. The 1899
Federal” Refuse Act prohibila the discharge of al)
industrial wasles into navigable walerways and
their tributaries, under penalty of a fine up o $2,500
or imprlsonment up to a year.)

Under a wecenl interpretation of the 1899 act by
the Nixon.administration, indusirial firmg may peek
permils which would allow them to discharge their
wartés lepally—provided they meel ntate water-
qualily standards. Except for the Harbor View Inn,
the concerns linted have applicd for such permits,
None have vel been granied.

ONE of the permils have vel been
granted. It will be Jargely up lo the
Siate Department of Environmentsl Con=

servation, which has nol vel evaluated

the applications, to delermine if slale wa-
ler-quality standards are being violated. 1f they are,
the federal Environmental Frolection Agency will
velo the permil, unless the indusiries involved
apree (o a pollution-abalement schedule The Corps
of Engincers, which will issue the permils, can enll
& public hearing before a permil is issued, but such
hearings are pot mandalory, Once the permits are
granied, the pollutants discharged inio Hempsiecad
Harbar will have the sanclion of law,

Moare disturbing. perhaps, are the pollulers who
are quiely gelling away wilh their crimes, The Corpe
hired Grumman Ecosvstems lo conducl A “gpy”
llight over three areas around New York Harbor,
e of them Hempstead Harbor, (o find out jf jl-
legal discharges could be detecled with specialized
aetinl pholography. So far the Corpe, inundated
with applications for pollution permits, has not heen
able to check the pipes delected by Grumman
againgt the appliealione,

There are also. to be sure, the accarionnl polluters
whave activities may be legal but are environmen-
lally harmiul. Hud=on Cement Co., near the sand-
Pits achually pours concrele into the harbar waters
("W have a permil to do this,” a company official
Fve), Wilneseps, including  scienlicts, have seen
oil lenking from the Thillip« 66 depal inlo the
I B S
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water routh of the LILCO plant (the company has
8 no-visitorg policy and a Inrge dog 1o back il up),
Mobil 0il Co. has been convicted of spilling nil inlo
the harbor, and a former Mobil official rayR thal
the firm sfill docs not have rafely featuren adequate
lo conlain a major apill. Several prigate homes
sround the harbor—in Sea Cliff, Glen Cove and
Roslyn Harbor—discharge their sewage directly.
into the harbor.

* 8 @

Let us review the evidence: There are 104 siorm-
drain discharge pipesinH, empstead Harbor, Through
these pipen comes the runoff from all the neighbor.
hoods surrounding the harbor, runoff that includes
pesticides from the four karbor area golf courses
and countless privaie flower gardens; ailt, asbestos,
rubber, oil and greare from the streets; animal
wastes—in fact, anvthing You can imagine that geta
dumped out-of-doors,

There are, at least, 32 discharge pipes from in-
dusiries and businrsses that discharge everything
[rom scuwage to heaty metals from hot water to
dishwater, There are, additionally, two municipal
scwcrage systems (at Roxlvn and Glen Coupe) which
discharge partially trealed seuage wasles into the
harbor,

Not to mention the boatere. Not to mention thore
whose parhnge i picked up ond taken to the n.
cincrators al Glen Core and Roalvn,

So, onr aet of killers of the harbor is prople. And
in a rough arnee, vou might canclude that evervone
ix responsible for what is happening 10 Hempstead
Harbor, o L &

* - L]

In the northeast corner of Hempstead Harbor,
Glen Cove Creck diccharpes ils gray walers—gray
from industrial and sewage warles—tloward the Sea
CIlill beaches. Of all the areas jn Hempstead Harbor,
none is more troubled, or troublesome, than Glen
Cove.

On the south side of the creek lie two cily instal-
lations, an incinerator sand a sewage trealment plant.

The sewage plant is designed lo work efficienlly
—thal is, lo meel secondary sewnge-lrealmenl stan.
dards—when the sewage flow s 4,000,000 gallons &
day (MGD). During the daylight hours, the flow
through the plant is 5.1 MGD. One million gallons
of that come from, the tity’s many amall induniries,
and conlain a varely of foxic materialn which
Inlerfere with the operating elliciency of the plant.
The overall dally . flow averages 4.6 MGD. When
the plant's capacity is exceeded, as it is daily, whal
comes out ia much dirtier and much more likely to
conlaminale the waters. Which is what Is happen-
ing. Visualize, {1 you will, a sewerage plant as a
tpeeded-up river, aince what happena to human
wasles in a healthy river (bacleria allacking and
decomposing the wastes) happens in concentrated
[nshion end much more rapidly In _an average
sewnge plant, *

In the care of the Glen Cove plant, some of Lhe
toxic waslen from the induslries flow into the al-
ready overlonded plant and kill the bacleria that
are the backbone of waste breakdown, Those foxic
melals pass through the plant untreated and wind
up in the harbor.

The city incinerator, which officials have heen
promising o replace for years, is 39 Yyears old. Its
operating eapacily is supposed fo be 100 ions a day,
slthough, in facl, it operates atl aboul half thal and
with whal the experts call “a bad burn"—which
menans that the garbage burned in the plant is not
burned very well, leaving more residues.

The resull is thal the city, which generales well
over 50 lons of garbage each day, musl ship ils ex-
cess to Dethpage for disposnl, al a coel of well over
§1,000 a week. The reridue from Lhe plant is hauled
across the streel to a landfill area and dumped,
somelimes still burning. (Thal landiill properiy is,
coincidentally, localed adjacent to a school where
minofily-group sludenls are in the majority.)

For months, there has been a controversy smong
the cily and the residenls of nenrhy Shore Rond, the
palrons of the neathy maring and the resitlents of
Sea Clill. Since the plant has no air-pallution con-
trol equipment, huge lumpr of fly ash find their way
into the water, onlo boats (where they help peel off
paint) and into the neighborhoods.

The plant foreman, Bill Gral, doesn’l like his
incinerator any het(er than anyvone else does, “T
just wish they would chut jt down,” he says. “The

_raphic film manulaciurer, discharge

people come in here o complain about the ash and
they aay I ure rubber tires to sloke up the furnaces.
Well, everybody usea rubber bires 1o gel the firen
going. But I ray, ‘No we don't do that' And I'm
lving and they know I'm Iving,” (Glen Cove's may-
or, Andrew DiPaolp, has told irnte groups from Sen
Clff and Glen Cove that the incinerator will be
clocred down in December, which apparently means
that Lhe lown will have 1o rely on conlracling with
Ovsier Bay Town 1o dispoee of all jtx garbage, not
just part of jt.)

Jurt acroes the creek from the incinerator in one
of the city's {wo indusirial parks. Al least two of
the industries there, Wah-ChnnngeIedyne, a lung-
slen manulncturer, and Powers Chemeo, a pholog-
their wasleg
into the creck, DiProla, one of Narsan County's
few Democratic ofliceholders, rays the cily cnn re
quire the industries 1o pretreal their wanlen before
dircharging them (as most do} Into the ity rewer-
age synlem,

“Dul,” he adds, "when vou tum vour back on
there mutys, they'll juel go ahead and dump il with-
oul {reatment, dump i anvwhere they can, the
Rewer, even into the harbor—that's the way lhey
operate.”

N YEARS past, Dilnoln fayR, many of {he
Industries north of the week discharged their
wasles directly inlo it-—which was Megal.
Since then, nearly all of thege indurlries have
hovked onto the Glen Cove sewernge syslem,

(This does nol, however, make it legal even though
municipal pewerage discharges are specifically ex-
empled from the 1899 Act. The U.S. altornev in the
eastern disiricl's Brooklyn offices eays indusirial
discharges through sewers are nol exempted from
proseculion. However, the Corpa of Engineers is not
requiring those who discharge indurtrial wasles
through sewers to gel pollution permits. Another
case of a double standard.)

Powers Chemco has an 18-inch pipeline info Glen
Cove Creek (just easl of the Wah-Chang properiy)
which dumps 190,000 gallons of waste waler a day.
A Newrday reporter found raw sewnge in the din-
charge, in addition 1o the pholographic chemicala.
The company commissioned Holal, Holzmacher and -
McClendon, a Suffolk engineering firm, lo siudy jla
problem and possibly come up with a galis/aclory
method of pretreatment. Neither Powers nor ilg
engineering firm were Fure exactly whal componenta
were in the waste walers, but indicaled the pos
sible presence of fluorides and cyanides,

Wah-Chang has four discharge pipes dumping
251,700 gallons of wasle waler each day. Dil'nnla
&nyn, “Wah-Chang has a long and notorious history
of polluting.” Wah.Chdng, the mayor save, “was cut
off from the city sewernpe 8yslem a vear ngo becaure

-our plant éouldn't handle their poison wasles with-

ou{ breaking domn, They'd just dump il all in there
Wah.-Chang officials, who say they
"voluntarily” slopped using the city £vilem, deny
that they reriously pollute Lhe waler, an add that
they have in Iact been inslalling waste-Lrentment
facilities al the plant,

There is a considerable amount of bad hlood be-
tween the cilv adminisiratjon and Wah-Chang. Di-
Paola rays; “Glen Cove dorsn'l need industries like
Wah-Chnng. ¥l be glad when thev pull up stakes
and leave” Wah-Chang has beer intimating, for
vears, thal il is doing just thal—phasing out jts
operalion—and has fold the mayor this is ity last
Year of operation. (One of Lhe Tormer employes of
the plant, Jon Schenck of Sea Cliff, questions this,
saving the firm was supposed to shul down jn
August (o inslal]l new equipmen|—surely nol a Fign
of depariure.) Among the many loxic melals the
tungsten manufaciurer discharges into Glen Cove
Creek is areenic. Acids are nol uncommon, though
company officials deny i1,

One incident o illustrate  the increasingly
Kirained relnlions between {he mayor and local in-
dustries;

One morning in August, Dilaola and the city'n
public  worke commissioner, Frank Fesla, went
fo Edmns Industries, a lextile manulacturer whose
plant is locnted a few hundred feel west of Wah-
Chang. Something had gone wrong al the sewrrape
plant during the night and, DiPaala raid, “We
thought Edmox might have discharged a rlug of



waslea into the sewer system all al once, inalead
of on a regulated basis.” i

Edmos officials went to some lengths bo tell the
mavor aboul the plant’s new holding tank (1.200,-
000-gallon capacity) which was, thev said, buried
under the plant floor. Edmos also pretreata the
"wastes in that holding tank, itw wifcials sav, and
the release of these wasles are pretifhed lo insure a
reguiar, even flow. Whether coincidence or nol, the
dav D Paola. Festn and a reporier toured the plant,
some of the prelreatment equipment wasn't work-
ing. The mavor snid, 1 want you lo know that I
inlend to seal up these outfnil pipes oul here near
your property il [ hear any more complaints or any
more lrouble You say you're not discharging your
overflow wastes into Lhe creek. When T aeal those
pipes, we'll see who this junk backs up on. That
war we'll know for sure.™

The reason for the mavor's suspicions: There s
a discharge pipe jusl soulh of Fdmos—dry most of
the Llime —which, during rainstorms, tums oul a
rainbuw of colors. (Edmos dves the malerials jt
makes al the plant.) “One thing is for sure: FEdirwm
aure pollules the air with all the smoke it Iets oul.”
‘the mayor savs, "We've had the counly air pol-
lution people up here a hall dozen times, Edmos
is gupposed 1o be installing some air-pollulion con-
trol equipment 1o handle that.”

The mayor also suspects that Columbia Ribbon
and Carbon Manulacturing (o. tacross from Wah-.
Chang) may be discharging waste walers

The reazon? DiPaola had seen a peculiar sub-
slance, bluish-purple. in the walers of the creek
near the Powers Chemico outfall pipe. “Looks
damoed much like carbon paper or lypewriler rib-
bon stull to me.” he said, and promptly ordered
Fesla to dwinp dves into the plant’s discharge lines,
A company workman al Columhia complicated mal-
lers considerably by tolling Feeta tha Columbia
did have a discharpe pipe adjncent to the Powers
Chenco ontlall Rut, in fael, there was no pipe at
the specilied poinl, nor did the deee ol inin

i, - A!
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Garbage is frequently dumped behind the shops in Roslyn, ar the harbor's southern tip,
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Who's K illing Hélnpstead Harbor?

. —LCantinurd From Fage 7W
lurtrales how ear’ly atlempls at delection can go
wrong,

DiPaola has been under considerable pressure
this eleclion year fiom a Republican opponent,
Norman Sorenson, whn inlends to make Glen Cove's
environmental mess his No. 1 issue. It isn't surpris-
ing to hear DiPaola say: “I'll tell vou this: You
can't turn your back on these industries here.
They're as sweet as pie when you're looking at
them, but once you turn your back, they're pollul-
Ing big ns hell.”

Borenson isn't the only person In Glea Cove who
attributes the adminislration's sudden inlereslt in
environmenl—including the announcement of a new

~sophisticnled sewer-incinerator complex—lo ‘he
forthcoming November eleclions.

The reason? Before the last eleclion, the city
announced a program for a new and sophisticated
method of disposing of ils garbage (compacling,
baling and shredding). 11 hired an out-ol-stale [irm
thal promised also to find disposal siles for the
garhage. The last anyone heard of thal idea was
last year when the cilvy council decided 1o drop the
whaole idea, partly because the company had not
obtained all the necessary permils to .proceed—
though, sirangely, the most imporlanl permit the
firm lacked was [rom the city itsell. Fesla, who was
nol in office at the time, says il wasn'l a “good
idea” and eaid the [irm wasn'l producings DiPaola
savs, “They promised to dispose of it I8r us, but
they couldn'l find places to do thal”

This summer, the cily hired a bright voung en-
gincer, Leonard J. Eder of Glen Cove, to come up
with a new inciperalor-sewer complex. The rewer
syvelem was going Lo be tertiary, in olher words
they would, Fesla snid—"get as close as possible
to drinking-waler standards fn Lreating the wastes.”
(In 1968, the city hired another engineering [irm
to do an analysis of the wastes discharged by in-
dustries inlo the sewerage system and into Glen
Cove Creek. The actlion resulling Irom thal report
has been minimal.)

;
K

ESTA and other cily officials say there
a5 been adverse reaclion from county
health department officials. 1f Glen Cove
were lo come up wilh a plant capable of
tertiary trealment, they say, il would be
embarrassing o those officials who say teriary
trealmenl is impractical, or impossible.
- = »
~ Meanwhile, Graf, the foreman at the incinerator,
says he sometimes wonders if “anybody, including
our public [athers, really gines a damn about this
mess over here . . . They call this place Graf's Mag-
got Pile because somelimes when the garbage gets
really roticn, rotten enough to make you physically
sick, those white maggots come crawling ou! all
over the place. One dav old Festa, he come down
here and tells me, *Bill, the mayor wants to know
i{ there is anything he can to help, and I tell him,
‘Yeah, vou tell him to get off his ass and come
down here and work for a dav—then he'll know
how bad it really is” Old Frank, he just gives me a
silly smile and that's that.”
- - -

It is far more dilficull to delermine wheo is re-
sponsible for the way Hempsiead Harbor looks—
and is abused loday—than il iz lo detect who is
deing the polluting.

No single agency has jurisdiction over the har-
bor. In Inct, the jurisdiction is, in parl, divided
among Lhe villages of Roslyn, Sea Cliff and Roslyn
Harbor; the towns of Oysler Bay and North Hemp-
stead; the City of Glen Cove; Nassau Counly; the
State Department of Environmental Conservation;
the federnl Environmental Proteclion Agency Corps
ol Engineers, and the Coast Guard. "

Public agencies wilh regulalory or planning pow-
ers either lack the funds to enforce their wishes, or
the will, or, in the care of those with planning paw-
e, l'hr necessary legal mechanisms Lo bring aboul

|

The only sort of plan by an official agency for
the harbor as a whole In from the Nasrau-Suffolk
Regional Planning Board in ila master plan, That
plan recommends phasing oul the five oil depols
on the harbor (but not LILCO's oil storage tanks)
and preserving the harbor for essentially recreation-
al uses. Bul comes the voice of reality. That plan,
says Michael J, Tully Jr., North Hempstead Town
supervisor, “isn’L about to happen. The tax benefits
of having those indusiries there are jusl o much
for that to be a practical suggestion. Local laxpay-
ers like thome big industrial taxpayers.”

But, withoul some sort of comprehensive land-
use zoning by any agency with the authorily lo
zone the entire harbor (itsell a radical idea) de-
velopmenla are going to continue on a piecemeal
basin—and nol, if the past Is any guide, wilth any
greal ecological sensitivity.

HE opposition, it mighi be added, seemed

doomed, in fact, to conlinue on a piece-

meal basis. There ig no coalition or or-

ganizalion interesled In protecling the

entire harbor. The environmental groups
in Roslyn and Port Washinglon have cenlered
their fire on the North Hempstead incinerator
and the sandpils. A so-called Hempstead Harbor
Proleclive Association, concerned mainly with Glen
Cove and Sen Clifl, faded into the mist a decade
aR0.

There are, meantime, plans afool which, taken
singly or together, mipht well spell goodbye 1o
Hempslend Harbor's already ravaged walers and
shoreline—plans Lhat might well spell goodbye to
the neighborhood atmosphere in the nearby towns
and villages.

‘The randpils: Mike Blumenfeld and members of
his Port Washing{bn ecology group are Lrying lo
slop any industries from coming inlo the sandpits
once McCormack and Colonial have pulled oul for
good. They envimion a recreational complex (of more
than 1,000 acres) for the entire Island. They fear
thal the sandpits will go entirely Lo indusairy. The
recreational scheme, Tully says, Is hardly likely
considering the value of the land for industrial pur-
poses. “1 think it may well turn inlo a warehouse
storage area since that is the one uvse, industrially,
thal won’t result in our having io tear up the pres-
ent rond rystem to accommodale the traffic.”

The Town of North Hempslead has not yet ap-
proved 4 macsler plan for the sandpits. Bul it has
zoned 165 acres at the south end of the pils for an
industrinl park. The developer of that tracl, Sey-
mour Malman of Great Neck, has been in court ever
since fighting a delermined Flower Hill atlorney,
Amold Daum, The point of that protracled battle,
of courre, is to keep industry out of the sandpils.

Daum’s prospects do not look good. And in Lhe
town's original plan for the sandpits, 76 acres more
are to be zoned for industry. Nassau County owns
250 acres at the northern end—land assessed at
$6.000,000, for which Lhe county paid in excess of
$20.000,000. That county land iz supposed 1o be
used for a park. (County officials call the pur-
chase “a white elephant” and say they have no
funds Lo develop the sile.) ,

Tully's ideas aboul the land are a litile contra-
diclory. Bul he does foresee (or did lasi month)
a planned communily there, along wilh industries
and parks, Also, lasl month, members of Nassan
County's Planning Commission presented (in a pri-
vale session) an updaled version of Lheir plan for
something called Sands Cily, a sorl of indusirial
park, high-rise apartmenl, commercial,:parkland de-
velopment. Such a plan would, Tully says, neces-
silate paving over Lhe southern end of the harbor—
under the Roslyn viaduct—to create exils for the
heavy raffic that would be generated by the new
cily.

“We sure as hell will rajse a storm,” Tully aaid,
“il we try lo widen the roads Lhrough Roslyn to
gel the traflic out. So we'll probably have to create
a iraffic diamond nand use Willis Avenue to get the

ing a gigantic recrealion aren, "It’s 100 expensive lo
do thal now,” he says, sounding, incofnr as he ean,
a little wistful sbout the whole thing.

Al presenl, plans for most of the sandpils are
still moot since Colonial still has enough sand to
continue mining (at its preseni rale) through the
yenr 2000. Tully estimates the company will “pull
up. stakes In aboul five to seven years.” He said,
“It's running out of sand. You know, McCormack
has already closed down, so 1 think il's only &
maller of time before we gel rid of (lolonial.” The
piecemeal way in which the sandpil land is prezent-
ly being sold leadn the more pessimistic Porl Wash-
ington environmentalists 1o believe that once Mal-
man's indusirial park goes through, the rest of the
sandpils will go to industry, Who wants to live next
door lo an industry? This Is the reasoning they
employ,

(Neither Tully nor his predeceasors have been
able to make Colonial comply with the lown’s sand-
pit ordinance. Colonial has recenlly undertaken
some restoration of the pits, bul nat much. Tully
could, presumably, revoke the company's mining
permil—renewable each year—bul he has not.)

LILCO recently completed unpublicized negotia-
tions for two Lracts of property north of .its Glen-
wood Landing power station and across the harbor
from the sandpits. It now has control of all the land
(except a Lliny section occupied by the Harbor View
Inn) down to Tappen Beach—a considerable chunk
of real eslate,

It in no secret thal the 827 megawntt nuclear
plant the company wants te build at Shorcham is
tangled up in hearings and legal proceedings which
will keep LILCO from having Shorcham in opera-
tion by the company's 1975 deadline., But what
isn’t known is that LILCO, as an allernntive lo
Shoreham, is planning lo {urn Glenwood Landing
inlo an enormous power generaling sile,

Al present, the plant there produces 350 mega-
walls of power. Two gas lurbines under construc-
tion (south ol the plant) will raise that tota) to 450
megawalla, The company is planning, in the next
lew years, to install & minimum of 45(' megswatis
of additional power on Lhe property it has acquired. ’
It has gone to some lengths to keep Lhis knowledge !
from the public. i

HE new units, arranged in 50 megawall
gas-turhine complexes, will nol require
addilional cooling waler from Hempstead
Harbor—or so LILCO says. (The preseni

planl discharges 274,000 gallons of heated .

waler per minule—waler 19 to 24 degrees hotter
than the ambient harbor waler.) But it will
increase the. air-pollution problem at Glenwood
Landing, since the company intends o use fuel oil
to drive the generalors. Ils experis denyv that there
will be any serious pollution increase, or that the
new units (which are air-cooled) will create fogs
and heavy mists around the plant. They also deny
that there will be a noise-pollution problem. ’
The addition of these new heavy-industry facili-
ties will, however, cause at leasl pome change in'
the character of Hempsiead Harbor—aesthetically
and, perhaps, in their effect on land values in ad-
jacent residential communities. The company's de-
velopmenl may—although ne one ean say for sure
—=aeal the fate of Hempstead Harlwor as an indus-

 trial port and, maybe in vears to come, as a deleri-

oraling residential area.

There are other plans, admitiedly more specula-
tive, such as the possibililv oflen advanced by state
planners that the Oyster Bay-Rye bridge would be-
come, in fact, a bridge from Mamoroneck ta either
Sands Point or the sandpils. Another specter loom-
ing is an old Corps project still on the books 1o
dredge the enlire harbor to create a new shipping
channel.

If the Corps carried oul such a proposal (and
Tully says it is actively plonning to do so), the
present beaches might well be nltered beyond
recognition—not to mention the rest of the shore-
line around the harbor's walera.
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